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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR STANTON

Since October 15, First 
Lutheran has been in 

an ‘every-member-visit’ 
mode. Thirty visitors have 
made their way to almost 
150 families thus far. The 

conversations our visitors are having 
are priceless.

Last week I talked with a longtime 
member who is far less engaged with 
First than he used to be, “for no good 
reason”, he said. Through the course 
of our 45-minute conversation, I heard 
about the challenges his family has 
faced over the last year including 
a retirement, two elder deaths and 
three imminent graduations. What 
is so incredible to me is that most 
of my visits are like this. So much is 
happening in the lives of each and 
every family at First as parents age, 
kids grow, jobs change and life goes 
from one stage to another. Every 
time I leave one of these visits, I feel 
so much better about the health of 
our church as I know a little bit more 
about what my prayers should include 
and I understand how interconnected 
we already are. The ways I preach 
and the programs we offer take shape 
from these conversations. The vitality 
of our fellowship comes from knowing 
each other.

The greatest priority of the “Our 
Church ☩ ☩Our Time” capital campaign 
is to listen to every member of our 
church. Slowly, but surely, our visitors 
are attending to this priority. If only 
we had ten or twenty more visitors! 

We would finish this campaign before 
February! Please consider making 
a couple visits once you welcome a 
friend to visit you.

Maybe you are wondering about 
some of the numbers… As of November 
19 (check the clock near the welcome 
center for an up-to-date status report) 
our pledges exceeded the $750,000 
mark which is more than ⅓ of the 
way toward the $2.1 million “needs 
and opportunities” total. That number 
has been achieved by 94 pledges. 
More than 30 additional pledges are 
‘pending’ from people who have been 
visited, have not said ‘no’ and are 
simply considering their gift. The million 
dollar mark is in sight! And we still have 
more than 350 families to visit!

In the midst of the Advent/
Christmas season, as you discern 
how to be generous this year, please 
consider making a special gift to First 
Lutheran’s general fund for 2017 (our 
giving remains behind budget for 
this year) or First Lutheran’s capital 
campaign. We (Our Church +) are 
indeed in the midst of a special time (+ 
Our Time) filled with an opportunity to 
ground our church in financial stability 
so that we can serve those in need, 
grow the faith of children and adults 
and worship God for years to come.

INSIDE

PASTOR KARYN

Connection. This is 
the theme I hear all 

around me. How am I 
connected, or not, in 
meaningful ways to those 
around me? How do I 

get connected? What does it mean to 
connect with someone: Are we best 
friends forever or do we just nod to 
one another from across the way?

It will come as no surprise to you 
that along with this question rolling 
around there is this: Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and mind 
and soul and strength and love your 
neighbor as yourself, rolling around in 
my head, too. What does it mean to 
love in such a way? How do I love my 
neighbor on those days I don’t love 
myself? Is this what it means to be 
connected? To love with all that I am?

This past weekend, 8 of us traveled 
to Chicago for the Art and Spirituality 
retreat. It is not unusual to encounter 
people from all walks of life as you 
move from one destination to another. 
It is one of the things I love about 
Chicago. I found myself wondering 
more about people this trip, especially 
since the spiritual practice we were 
learning encouraged us to set aside 
our assumptions and expectations. 
From that posture I began to be 
curious about these other humans 
beings around me and as is normal 
to our humanity, I began to seek our 

Continues on page 2
Pastor Jason Stanton 
jason@firstlu.org

http://www.firstlutheranonalaska.org/calendar
issuu.com/firstlu
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similarities, the ways in which we are 
connected. Perhaps that is what this 
loving business Jesus talks about 
all the time is about. Approaching 
the world with an open heart and 
mind that allows us to see ourselves 
in others so that we can connect 
with each other in some way. My 
humanity seeing your humanity, my 
heart and mind and soul and strength 
acknowledging yours even when it 
doesn’t look exactly like mine.

The holiday season is upon us. We 
will encounter all sorts of people as 
we travel and shop and celebrate. 
What if we approached the next 
6 weeks as a holy experiment? 
What if we came at this question of 
connection from the angle of loving 
God and neighbor sans assumptions 
and expectations. Here is what I 
imagine such a thing would look like:

1. Breathe more. Build into my day 
more moments where I breathe 
deeply. Also be aware of anxiety 
and fear in my reactions to people 
and events and breathe deeply 
then, too. Create space for my 
mind and heart to hear each other.

2. Be curious about the people, 
places and events I encounter. 
Observe my own reactions and 
assumptions and expectations 
and be curious about those, too.

3. Check my assumptions and 
expectations at the door. Do this 
especially during family and group 
events. Instead, see things with 
new and open eyes.

4. Find similarities and see myself  
in others.

5. Love and pray and breathe 
through it all.

6. Repeat (and talk or write about 
the results of this experiment)

Try this. Let’s together see what this 
changes in each of us. I suspect we 
will find connection and love for God, 
neighbor and ourselves in this season 
that is often full to the brim with too 
much to do. As always, I look forward 
to hearing your stories of how you 
connect.

Pastor Karyn Bodenschatz 
karyn@firstlu.org

FROM PASTOR KARYN, CONT. FROM PAGE 1

Nov 27  SPARKHOUSE 
BOOK FAIR: 
Nov. 27–Dec. 8 

Dec 10  GIFTS FOR THE 
CHRISTMAS GIVING 
TREE ARE DUE

 13  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM:
6:15pm during 
Wednesday worship.

 16  YOUNG YOUTH 
COOKIE 
DECORATING: 
4–5pm. Young Youth 
decorate cookies for 
the carolers to give 
as gifts.

 17  CAROLING: 5pm. 
Meet at church, where 
we will all load on a 
bus and go around 
town spreading 
Christmas cheer!

 HIGH SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS PARTY: 
5:30–8:30pm

 20  OWLS CHRISTMAS 
POTLUCK: Noon, 
in the narthex.

 21  BLUE CHRISTMAS 
WORSHIP: 6:15pm 
worship, with a light 
meal & conversation at 
5:30pm.

 24  CHRISTMAS EVE 
WORSHIP TIMES:
2:00pm, 4:00pm, 
6:00pm and 11:00pm. 
All will be candlelight 
and all will be with Holy 
Communion 

 25  CHRISTMAS DAY 
WORSHIP TIME:
10am, with Holy 
Communion

Christmas at First Lutheran

I began to be curious 
about these other 

humans beings 
around me and  

as is normal to our 
humanity, I began to 
seek our similarities
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Christmas at First Lutheran

Christmas Flowers for the Sanctuary
If you would like to give a rose in honor or memory of loved 
ones for our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services, you 
may do so by filling out the form and return it to the church 
office. Cost is $5 per rose.

Order deadline is December 17

Please print clearly

Your name and phone number: 

 

 

I would like a rose in memory of: 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like a rose in honor of: 

 

 

 

 

 

#
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READINGS FOR DECEMBER

12/3 Sunday I Peter 2:4-10; Luke 12:22-28
12/6 Wednesday Daniel 3:1, [2-7] 8-30 
12/10 Sunday I Peter 4:8-10; Matthew 6:31-34
12/13 Wednesday Ezekiel 37:1-14
12/17 Sunday John 1:6-8, 19-28 
12/20 Wednesday Isaiah 55:1-13
12/24 Sunday Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)
  Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20
  John 1:1-14
12/27 Wednesday John 1:1-18
12/31 Sunday Luke 2:22-40

Above are the tentative readings scheduled for December.  
Readings used during worship are determined by the pastors on a weekly basis, and 
therefore are subject to change.

You can also view this list online and subscribe to receive them as an email at  
1stlu.org/readings.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

The following is a financial 
summary through the end 
of October:

Actual receipts - 
$622,316.15

Budgeted receipts - 
$665,999.00

Actual expenses - 
$641,628.57

Budgeted expenses - 
$689,573.00

Our total receipts through the end of 
October fell short of the current year 
budgeted amount by $43,682.85. Our 
total giving (envelope giving, debt 
reduction and other miscellaneous 
offerings) falls short of our current 
year budgeted amount by $39,222.55 
or 6.9%. 

As noted above, our expenses are less 
than budgeted through the end of 
October by $47,944.43. A portion of this 
favorable variance is due to the timing 
of certain expenses. 

In summary, we budgeted for a deficit 
of $23,574.00 through the end of 
October and have realized an actual 
deficit of $19,312.42. 

In addition to the above noted 
operating receipts and expenses, we 
have incurred expenses associated 
with our capital campaign of 
$71,246.00 through the end of October. 
Also, we have received pledges 
towards the capital campaign of 
$18,310.00 through this same period. 
As a result of these expenses we have 
borrowed on our line of credit in the 
amount of $15,000.00 through the 
end of October to fund these excess 
expenses. We anticipate borrowing 
additional amounts from our line of 
credit to fund some of these upfront 
costs associated with the capital 
campaign. As pledges are received in 
the future, the balance on the line of 
credit will be paid off.

As always, full details of this report 
are available by request in the church 
office. Also, everyone is welcome to 
attend a finance committee meeting—
we meet every month, on the second 
Wednesday at noon in the Thomas 
Room.

Respectfully,

Finance Committee

FIRST LUTHERAN FOUNDATION REPORT

ELCA-RELATED MISSIONS

Catergory #1 - Scholarships: Amounts
Madison Peyer $500.00 
Trevor Roes $500.00 
Alyssa Vinz $500.00 
Ben Davidson $500.00 
Abbey Saner $500.00 
Mickaela Larkin $500.00 

Category #2 - Community Outreach:
Salvation Army $400.00 
St. Clare Health Mission $600.00 
New Horizons $500.00 
Onalaska Food Pantry $600.00 
Holmen Area Youth Partners $400.00 

Category #3 - ELCA Related Missions
Sugar Creek Bible Camp $500.00 
First Lutheran Milestone Ministries $500.00 
First Lutheran Helping Hands $250.00 
First Lutheran Prayer Shawls $250.00 
First Lutheran Seminarian Fund $500.00 
First Lutheran Youth Trip $250.00 
Our Savior Clothes Closet $250.00 

Category #4 - Capital Improvements:
First Lutheran General Fund $2,500.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $10,500.00  = 4.7% of allowable

2016 Income/Expense Statement:
Opening Balance as of Jan. 1, 2016 $223,429.41 
Donations to Fund $0.00 
Gifts Paid (Total Expenditures from above) ($10,500.00)
2016 Dividends + Fund Appreciation $13,226.42 
Closing Balance as of Dec. 31, 2016 $226,155.83 

Investments as of Dec. 31, 2016 Prior Yr Balance % Chg
BMO Harris Bank Checking Account $2,661.97 $5,801.97 -54.1%
Thrivent Mutual Funds $109,949.36 $101,576.71 8.2%
Edward Jones Mutual Funds $123,918.66 $115,924.89 6.9%

TOTALS: $236,529.99 $223,303.57 5.9%

Maximum amount for 2017 Gifts: $11,826.50  = 5% of TOTALS

The Foundation/Endowment Fund was established in December 1989 upon 
the passing of Ms. Mabel L. Anderson. Mabel was a longtime member of First 
Lutheran, having been baptized and confirmed here. Her will/trust bequest a 
substantial sum to First Lutheran in memory of her parents Peder and Johanna 
Anderson. It was Mabel’s wish that this monetary gift would enable further 
growth of our church, its ministries and stewardship within the community.

Per the Foundation’s bylaws, 5% of its total assets can be spent each year 
towards four categories: 1) Mabel Anderson Scholarships (for graduating high 
school seniors); 2) community outreach, such as Salvation Army, local food 
pantries, and New Horizons; 3) ELCA-related missions, such as Sugar Creek 
Bible Camp, First Lutheran Helping Hands, and youth trips; and 4) capital 
improvements for First Lutheran. In the past 4–5 years, the Foundation has 
graciously donated more than $10,000 towards these four categories. 

Contributions to the Foundation Fund are not spent, but invested. The money is 
held in a couple of low-risk investment funds and money market accounts. Year 
after year the interest earned from this fund is used to expand our outreach and 
ministries. Therefore, contributions made to the fund serve as “seeds” that keep 
on giving. Contributions may be made through simple gifts, wills & trusts via 
estate planning, memorials and beneficiary through life insurance policies. Any 
amount is welcome and greatly appreciated.

Committee members: Christine Sander, Michele Burton, Steve Lind, Meredith 
Hougen, Andrea Dombroski and Todd Hanson
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

YOU CAN PICK UP  
YOUR PHOTOS
Members who had their photos taken 
for the new church directory and who 
are getting just the free 8x10 can pick 
up that photo in the church office — 
they have arrived. Drop by during the 
week to pick up yours.

CANCELLATIONS DUE TO 
INCLEMENT WEATHER
If the weather ever makes you wonder 
whether your group is meeting for their 
ministry, check our website, Facebook 
page, or update the office with your 
cell # and provider so that we can 
text you. We’ll also notify WXOW.com, 
news8000.com and the La Crosse 
Radio Group stations: 106.3, 104.9, 
102.7, 100.1, and 1490 AM.  
The staff and leadership of First intend 
to ‘make the call’ by 5pm at the latest 
so everyone knows what to expect.  
Be safe this winter!

GOING AWAY  
FOR THE WINTER?
If you’re going away for the winter, 
please let us know. If we know 
your winter address, we can keep 
you up to date with church news 
and activities through the monthly 
newsletter and other mailings. Please 
contact the office (608.783.2236 or 
office@firstlu.org) with your address 
and the dates you’ll be gone.

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION
A baptism preparation 
session will be Saturday, 
December 2, at 10am in 
the narthex for anyone 
who is considering or has 
scheduled a baptism.  

To register or ask questions call the 
church office, 608.783.3326.

WE CELEBRATE THE GIFT  
OF HOLY BAPTISM

• Emmett Alexander Hand
• Madison Elizabeth Lounsbrough
• Everett Earl Roe
• August Joel Butzman
• Franklin Michael Pfaff

NEW MEMBERS
I rejoiced with those who said to me,  
“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”

We extend a warm welcome to our 
new members of First Lutheran, 
who were formally received on 
Sunday, November 12 & Wednesday, 
November 15.

• Christina & Jamie Baumgart
• Ann Johnson & Katie Hanson
• Michelle Logan & Indiana Hauser
• Lance & Mechele Mihalovic
• Dan & Cory Mueller
• Jen & Ryan Peickert
• Brian & Michelle Renkas

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
We give thanks for the gift of baptism 
and for these people, one with us in 
the body of Christ, who made public 
affirmation of their baptism on Sunday, 
October 29, 2017.

• Hunter Robison
• Bennett Clark
• Isaac Sunne-Murray
• Donovan Grant
• Nicholas Pica
• Austin Larson
• Joshua Peyer
• Jacob Hagen
• Parker Allen
• Jaidyn Groshek
• Mackenzie Miller
• Alexis Miller
• Kaylee Streeton
• Brooke Visker
• Brianna Rebhahn
• Thomas Duren
• Christopher Lass
• Samuel Conway
• Dakota Mannel
• Jillian Reitzel
• Sophia McGaff
• Emma Keenan
• Nathan Alberts
• Brandon Tomlin
• Conner Haggerty
• Jacob Breiling
• Hunter Wehrenberg
• Brandon Lun
• Alyssa Anderson
• Amelia Meyers
• Allison Laux
• McKenzie Marcon
• Elizabeth Peterson
• Kendra Bauer

GIFTS AND MEMORIALS
Thank you for the following memorials:

In memory of Pastor Paul Roe
• Designated for the First Lutheran 

Foundation: Friends & family of 
Paul Roe

In memory of Phyllis Wood
• Designated for the Good 

Samaritan Fund: Friends and 
family of Phyllis Wood

HOSPITAL REMINDERS
For Gundersen: be sure to alert the 
hospital of your church affiliation when 
they ask, and they will release your 
name to us when we call. 

For Mayo/Franciscan Healthcare: 
it is important that you or a family 
member contact us at the church 
office: 608.783.2236. Mayo no longer 
lets churches know who is a patient at 
their hospital.

SUBMITTING NEW 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
To have your announcement in 
the monthly newsletter, send it to 
newsletter@firstlu.org, or give it to Andy 
in the office. Deadline for the newsletter 
is always noon on the 15th of the each 
month.

To have your announcement in 
the weekly announcements pages 
handed out each weekend, send it to 
announcements@firstlu.org, or give it 
to Andy in the office. Deadline for the 
weekly announcements is always noon 
each Wednesday. 
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EVENTS

Sign up for most events happening at 
First Lutheran on our website at  
1stlu.org/signup

DRAWING FROM THE WELL
Next retreat: Saturday, Dec. 9,  
9:30–11am, at Uptown Cafe 
This group is for women of First and 
the greater La Crosse area seeking to 
support one another in their spiritual 
growth. We gather together once a 
month on Saturday mornings to be 
with each other, enjoy a breakfast, and 
develop a deeper relationship with 
one another. Join with other women 
for conversation. What do you look 
forward to with the holidays? What is 
tough for you? Come and share and be 
with others. RSVP to bridget@firstlu.org

CHRISTMAS CAROLING!
Sunday, December 17, at 5pm.  
Meet at church, where we will all 
load on a bus and go around town 
spreading Christmas cheer! Then come 
back to church for a yummy meal and 
fellowship! Sign-up at  
1stlu.org/caroling.

FAITH ALIVE!  
CREATIVE CIRCLE
A gathering of people working on their 
creative projects. All are welcome to 
bring whatever project you are working 
on and enjoy fellowship while doing it. 
We will also have, from time to time, 
a shared project so that we can learn 
new things from each other. We meet 
the 3rd Monday of each month from 
6–9pm in Fellowship Hall, October 
through May. Join us! Next meeting: 
December 18.

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
Thursday, December 21, 6:15pm. 
The holidays can feel sad, stressful or 
difficult. We may miss loved ones who 
are away, absent or dead. We may feel 
burdened by the pressures to make 
this “the most wonderful time of the 
year.” Please join us at First Lutheran 
for an hour of worship including music, 
prayers, candlelight and reflection 
on what God is up to amidst our blue 
feelings around Christmas. Invite a 
friend or neighbor who may find it 
difficult to worship this time of year. 
Before worship, starting at 5:30pm, 
there will be a time for a light meal and 
conversation.

BEFORE THE AFTER
First will host a Before the After class 
on January 30, 6-8pm. Before the 
After is a planning tool to be used 
by anyone, any age, to outline your 
wishes, prepare and organize pertinent 
documents and eliminate possible 
tough decisions for your loved ones. 
You are welcome to attend as many 
planning sessions as needed to plan 
your Before the After, ask questions 
of knowledgeable individuals, open 
communication with family or friends 
and coordinate all your information in 
one place. Registration and more info: 
1stlu.org/b4after.

SKI TRIP TO  
WINTER PARK, CO
Feb 8–12, 2018. English Lutheran 
invites members of First to join them 
on their ski trip to Colorado. More info: 
1stlu.org/skitrip

MARCH 2018 TRIP TO 
MALAYSIA AND CAMBODIA
Do you want to see ELCA ministries 
and God’s work around the world? Are 
you interested in making an increased 
investment in ELCA ministries? Join the 
ELCA on a mission immersion trip to 
Malaysia and Cambodia next spring! 
We will spend six days in Malaysia 
visiting with the Lutheran Church in 
Malaysia and six days in Cambodia with 
the Lutheran Church in Cambodia and 
our ministry partners, Life with Dignity. 
We also will spend two days at the 
world-famous Angkor Wat temples 
in Cambodia. Trip dates: March 5-18, 
2018. Trip cost: $5,000 (includes flight, 
food, accommodation, transportation). 
For more information, email  
andrew.steele@elca.org.
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13141 Sugar Creek Bible Camp Rd, Ferryville, WI  54628
608.734.3113 • camp@sgrcreek.org • www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org

YESTERDAY’S YOUTH
Monday, December 4, 9am–3pm
Join others from the region for a day 
of excellent speakers, music, a great 
meal and fellowship with over 100 
guests. Call to reserve your space!

WINTER FUN DAYS!
Jan. 14, 28, & Feb. 11, 25, 1–5pm
Come to camp for a wonderful Sunday 
afternoon of snow tubing, broom 
ball, snow shoeing, wagon rides, and 
more! We have the tubes and broom 
ball equipment. You can bring cross 
country skis and/or ice skates. We will 
serve warm drinks, a mid-afternoon 
lunch about 2:30pm of hot dogs, chili, 
cocoa, and more, and we’ll have a 
toasty fi re ready for you. 
Pre-register: 608.734.3113 or kati@
sgrcreek.org. Cost: $7/person or 
$30 immediate family.

HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT
January 26–28
You asked for it you got it! A retreat 
designed just for high school aged 
youth! Attend as a youth group, bring a 
friend, or just come and join in the fun! 
This high energy retreat will be fi lled 
with great music, faith-building time, 
and lots of surprises! The November 
retreat is fi lled with fun, fall activities! 
Cost: $85 (includes 5 meals) Retreat 
runs from 7pm Friday to 1pm Sunday.

CAMP FOR CHRISTMAS

This Christmas, give someone 
special the gift of a week of summer 
camp here at Sugar Creek! You can 
purchase certifi cates i $50 increments, 
or you can give the gift of a full week at 
camp. In diffi cult economic times, your 
gift can help someone you love have 
an unforgettable week at Sugar Creek!
Another idea may be to ask your 
family to donate to our campership 
fund as a Christmas git to you! Each 
year, we have campers who need full 
or partial help to attend camp. This 
would be a nice way to give to mission 
as our program here is precisely that, 
a mission area! Our policy is that we 
will not turn anyone away from hearing 
the Good News and will work with 
those families who need help. Your 
support is appreciated to help campers 
attend Sugar Creek. A basic week of 
camp costs between $399 to $485 
depending on the program. Thank you 
for your generosity!

GOD’S HANDS & FEET

NO ROOM IN THE INN
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 
city of David which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and family 
of David, in order to register along with 
Mary, who was engaged to him and 
was with child. While they were there, 
the days were completed for her to give 
birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son; and she wrapped Him in cloths and 
laid Him in a manger, because there was 
no room for them in the inn. Luke 2:4-7. 

Most of us are very 
familiar with the 

Christmas story and 
Jesus being born in a 
stable because there 
was no room for them. 

It’s one of the worst feelings to go 
into a place and find out there is no 
room for you. Whether that is a hotel 
after traveling for hours and hours, 
a restaurant that has a long wait list, 
or a church that is filled only on the 
aisle side leaving the middle open. 
Having to crawl over people can be 
uncomfortable and a bit awkward or 
having to go all the way to the front 
to find a seat can feel intimidating, 
especially if you are a visitor.

Making room for others is 
sometimes very difficult to do, 
particularly when we feel we have 
the right to sit in our pew on the aisle 
side. We feel comfortable where we 
are since we’ve sat in the same place 
for years. Now let’s think about what 
it must feel like to come into a church 
as a visitor. You’re walking into the 
sanctuary and finding no room to sit 
because everyone is sitting on the 
aisle ends of the pews and all of the 
back pews are taken. Would you go 
home because no one made room 
for you, would you continue to move 

forward until you found an empty seat, 
or would you stand in the aisle until 
someone moved over to make room 
for you? If you found a seat toward the 
front, would you be so nervous about 
when to stand and when to sit, or how 
communion was done that you didn’t 
feel as if you worshiped?

In 2 Corinthians 7:2 it says, “Make 
room in your hearts.” Having room in 
our hearts for others is what God has 
called us to do. When we make room in 
our hearts for one another, moving over 
to make room for others in our pew is 
easy to do. Be aware of the needs of 
others and then take the time to meet 
that need. Yes, it may be difficult to 
move down the pew, especially when 
you have your spot warmed up or 
your children already have their items 
scattered over the pew. Knowing we 
are being God’s hands and feet in this 
world, we can accomplish what we are 
called to do. So as you worship this 
Christmas season, please be aware of 
those coming into our church, maybe 
for the first time and make room for 
them in your heart and your pew or 
sit closer to the front so that the back 
pews are welcoming to those coming 
late or those who are new.

I pray that as a congregation we will 
always make room others in our hearts 
and our church. I know that some of 
us really need to sit on the aisle, but a 
need is different than a desire. If you 
are truly able to move to the center, to 
make room for others please do and 
not only during this busy Christmas 
season, but all year long. 

Kathryn Pedretti
Director of Servant Ministries
kathryn@firstlu.org
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FOOD BASKET SEEKS 
VOLUNTEERS FOR 
ROTARY LIGHTS
Volunteers are needed to collect food 
for the Onalaska Food Basket at this 
year’s Rotary Lights in Riverside Park 
in La Crosse. Volunteers collect food 
from drivers as vehicles enter the park. 
Volunteers are needed for these shifts 
on these dates: 5–7:30pm or 7:30–
10pm on Dec. 3, 9, 12, 17 and 30.  
To volunteer as an individual or group 
go to 1stlu.org/rotary.

NEWSLETTER ASSEMBLY
It’s a relaxing way to volunteer!  
Thursday, December 28, at 9am,  
to assemble the January newsletter.  
See you there! 

®

 

NEW STEPHEN  
MINISTRY CLASS 
STARTING IN JAN
There will be a new Stephen Ministry 
class starting on January 15, on 
Mondays from 6–8pm, running for 
20 weeks. Commissioning will be 
the beginning of June. If you have 
questions or are interested in taking 

the classes contact Pastor Karyn 
(karyn@firstlu.org) or Gloria Kubiak 
(608.498.2762). Thank you! 

HELPING HANDS
If you need help with small jobs around 
the house or if you need a couple 
of meals or groceries delivered, just 
go to the “Helping Hands” board by 
the nursery and make out a slip with 
a description of what you need help 
with and your telephone number. Then 
anyone who thinks they can help can 
take the slip and call the number to 
work out the details. This ministry is 
open to all in need of help AND to 
those who can provide the help. There 
is no set group of “helpers” so we need 
involvement from all who can be a 
blessing to someone else. Thanks!

WELCOME BASKETS
Welcome baskets are a way to 
welcome a new neighbor into your 
neighborhood. The baskets are a gift 
bag tied with a bow and are filled with 
goodies from church and from our 
community. They are available to sign 
out at the Resource Center across 
from the church office. 

KETTLE RINGERS
Tis the season! Bellringers are needed 
through December 24. Bell ringing can 
be done in 2-hour increments, inside or 
outside. This is also a great opportunity 
for our confirmation kids to gain some 
service hours—and do it together! 
Those interested in volunteering their 
time during the holidays—or anytime—
through the Salvation Army, please 
check out the Salvation Army’s website 
or sign up online at Bells2ring.org!

Icicle Toes Project
Through December 25

Warm socks for folks  
who need them! Socks will be 
collected for donation to New 
Horizons Shelter, a community 

resource where people are 
helped during times of need. 
Please bring new socks for 

children or adults to the Icicle 
Toes Tree in the narthex.  

Thank you!

Christmas  
Giving Tree 

Return gifts by Dec. 10 
If you purchase gift cards, 
please wrap them in a box.

Questions?  
Contact the church office: 

office@firstlu.org 
608.783.2236
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November was a fun month for the 
OWLs. Our outing was Tuesday Night at the 
Movies. A fun-loving group of 18 headed to 
the local cinema for viewing the animated 
comedy “The Star.” We followed this with a 
wonderful dinner. A great time was had by 
all. Based on feedback from the group, we 
will probably make this an annual event.

The OWLs will kick off December and 
the Christmas season with an awesome 
Christmas concert. We will travel as a group 
to Christ Episcopal Church, in La Crosse 
to hear the UWL combined choirs and 
orchestra “Festival of Carols.” This is an 

uplifting concert that will get us in the spirit 
of the season as we prepare for the birth of 
Christ. The concert is free and will take place 
on Saturday, December 9. We will leave 
from the church at 4:00 PM to travel to a 
local restaurant to enjoy some good food 
and fellowship before the concert. Dinner 
is on your own. Following dinner, we will 
make our way to the church. So we know 
how much transportation to arrange, please 
contact Brian Narveson at owls@firstlu.org 
or 608-526-9700 by Friday, December 8, if 
you plan to attend. This is a great way to kick 
off the Christmas season.

The concert will be great, but the event 
of the season is the World Famous OWLs 
Christmas Potluck. This event is known 
for its fabulous food, great fellowship, 
fun games, wonderful gift exchange and 
a large array of Christmas goodies. This 
fantastic event takes place in the narthex on 
Wednesday, December 20 at noon. The 
gift exchange is optional. Please bring a gift 
if you would like to receive a gift. The gift 
theme this year is “My Favorite Christmas 
Ornament.” Bring something purchased or 
handmade that reminds you of a Christmas 
past. Please keep the value of the gift to less 
than $10. We also ask all who can to bring a 
few Christmas goodies to share in addition 
your potluck dish. This will serve as our 
dessert for December. If you have a favorite 
Christmas sweater or outfit, please wear it 
on this festive occasion. Looking forward to 
seeing everyone in December.

The OWLs are a group at First that welcomes anyone, First 
Lutheran members or not, who are 55+.  
For information or to ask questions, contact  
Brian Narveson at owls@firstlu.org.
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What parents are 
saying about  
First Lutheran 

Preschool...

U p d a t e

Our daughter loves FLP (so much so it’s hard for her to remember to give Mom a kiss goodbye when we get to school). We’ve seen positive growth in many of her skills and independence over the course of  
the year.

We can’t believe that the month of December is already 
here! The best time of the year! We love teaching the 
children about the birth of Jesus, the true meaning  
of Christmas!!
Our preschoolers will work on special gifts for their 
parents. We will have our Book Munchers  
December 7. The children love having a “special” 
guest come into school!
Have a very Merry Christmas!!

First Lutheran Preschool  
410 Main Street, Onalaska, WI 54650 
608.779.4504 • preschool@firstlu.org
Preschool Director: Melissa Rolbiecki 
4K Teacher: Beth Miller
Preschool Assistant Teachers: 
Marci Leppert, Tracy Stoll
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Christmas Program & More!
Sun., Dec. 3, 9:15am: Sunday School

Sun., Dec. 10, 9:15am: Sun. School, Rehearsal for Christmas Program
Wed., Dec. 13, 6:15pm: Sunday School Christmas Program

Sun., Dec. 17, 9:15am: Sunday School
Sun., Dec. 24 & 31: No Sunday School 

New registrations welcome any time of the year! 
Contact Sunday School Superintendent Beth Miller at sundayschool@firstlu.org  

or stop in the Sunday School office in room 206.

Contact Beth Miller at beth@firstlu.org  
for info or with questions! 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
Sunday, December 17, at 5pm 

Meet at church, where we will all load on a bus and go around town 
spreading Christmas cheer! Then come back to church for a yummy 

meal and fellowship! Sign-up at 1stlu.org/caroling.

December is a busy month for us all! Why choose 
to be a part of all of the events here?... Build more 
friendships and connection through our community. 
Along with having memories that last  a lifetime! 
The biggest game-changer for me is that when I see 
children interact here, they have sought out those 
relationships in other areas (school, dance, sporting 
event, etc.). Looking forward to growing together, 
serving others and knowing God!
Gratefully,

Upcoming Events...
January: Sledding!
February: Movie Night!
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CONFIRMATION 
EVENTS
Gr 8 & 9 Small Groups 
Wednesdays, 7pm 
except Dec. 13 & 27

Gr 6 & 7 Bible Classes -  
Rm 207 & FS 
Sundays, 9:15am 
except Dec. 24 & 31

Lord’s Prayer  
Wednesdays (5:00-6:00pm) 
December 6, 13, 20

10 Commandments 
Sundays (9:15-10:15am) 
December 3, 10, 17
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HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH GROUP!
Weekly on Sunday nights during 
the school year, 6:30–8:30pm, 
in the Mary room. Come to youth 
group and find friends, fellowship, 
and modern worship music. We 
play games, dive into scripture, and 
challenge each other to grow in our 
faith. Come whenever you can and 
bring some friends along, too!
NOTE: The High School Youth Group 
will take a winter break! The last 
gathering will be Dec. 17 and the 
group will start up again on Jan. 21 
(after Jared gets back from Thailand!).

The Butter Braid Fundraiser 
has started! Youth going to 
Sugar Creek Bible Camp, 

National Youth Gathering or 
on summer mission trips  
can pick up order forms  

from the church office.  
All order forms must be 

turned in by Dec. 10  
with the money.  

Orders will be available for 
pick-up on Wed., Dec. 20, 

after 12pm. Questions?  
Contact jared@firstlu.org.

High School 
Christmas 

Party!
Sunday, Dec. 17

5:30–8:30pm
Come get your holiday cheer 
on with cookie decorating, 

Christmas games, a devotion, 
and a white elephant gift 

exchange! Bring the weirdest 
gift you can find and  

a friend, too! (the friend need 
not be weird, just the gift, but 

weird friends are cool too) Contact Jared with any questions:  
jared@firstlu.org / 605.431.3421



26

9:15 AM Advent Around the Table - FH

9:15 AM Frolic! - Rm 102

27

7 PM AA - FS

28

8:30 AM ParentShare

9 AM Newsletter Assembly - NX

4 PM Come for Supper at OSLC

29

5 PM Lord's Prayer Confirmation Class

30

9 AM Sunshine Boys

6:30 PM Welcome Center Quarterly Mtg

7 PM Women of the House Small Grp

1

7 PM AA - FH

2

10 AM Baptismal Preparation - NX

3

9:15 AM 10 Commandments Confrm Cls

4

7 PM AA - FS

5

8:30 AM ParentShare

6:30 PM Stephen Ministry Mtg - MR

6

8:30 AM First Teen Clothes Closet Mtg

5 PM Lord's Prayer Confirmation Class

8 PM Praise Band Rehearsal - SN

7

1 PM Grief Support Group - UR

7 PM Women of the House Small Grp

8

7 PM AA - FS

9
9:30 AM Drawing from the Well Group - 

UpTowne Cafe

4 PM OWLs Fly to Festival of Carols

10

9:15 AM 10 Commandments Confrm Cls

12 PM Free Babysitting

7 PM Hospitality Leadership Team

11
7 PM AA - FS

12
8:30 AM ParentShare

12:30 PM Blood Drive - NX

1 PM Dorcas Circle - NX

3:45 PM Worship & Music Team - NX

7 PM Coffee Shoppers Quarterly Mtg

13

12 PM Finance Team Mtg

5 PM Lord's Prayer Confirmation Class

6:15 PM Worship & Christmas Program

14
7 PM Women of the House Small Grp

15

7 PM AA - FS

16
4 PM Young Youth Cookie Decorating

17
9:15 AM 10 Commandments Confrm Cls

5 PM Caroling

18
1 PM Elizabeth Circle

6 PM Faith Alive Creative Circle - FH

7 PM AA - FS

19
8:30 AM ParentShare

9 AM Naomi's Circle

5:15 PM Personnel Team Mtg

6:30 PM Stephen Ministry Mtg - MR

6:30 PM Property Management Tm

6:30 PM Vision & Leadership 

20
12 PM OWLs Potluck - NX

5 PM Lord's Prayer Confirmation Class

21
10 AM Deborah's Circle - NX

5:30 PM Blue Christmas Meal - FH

6:15 PM Blue Christmas Worship

7 PM Women of the House Small Grp

22
7 PM AA - FS

23

24

2 PM Christmas Eve Worship ✝

4 PM Christmas Eve Worship ✝

6 PM Christmas Eve Worship ✝

11 PM Christmas Eve Worship ✝

25

10 AM Christmas Worship ✝

7 PM AA - FS

26

8:30 AM ParentShare

27 28
9 AM Newsletter Assembly - NX

7 PM Women of the House Small Grp

29
7 PM AA - FS

30

31
9:15 AM Frolic! - Rm 102

1

7 PM AA - FS

2
8:30 AM ParentShare

6:30 PM Stephen Ministry Mtg - MR

3
8:30 AM First Teen Clothes Closet Mtg

7 PM Confirmation Parent Meeting - FH

4
9 AM Sunshine Boys

1 PM Grief Support Group - UR

7 PM Women of the House Small Grp

5
7 PM AA - FH

6

December 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

No Gr 6 & 7 Bible Classes

No Sunday School

Sparkhouse Book Fair

Sparkhouse Book Fair

Butter Braids Order Forms Deadline

Christmas Giving Tree Gifts Due

No Gr 8 & 9 Small Groups Newsletter Deadline

Christmas Day (office closed) Office Closed Noon–4pm No Gr 8 & 9 Small Groups

New Years Day (office closed)

DECEMBER AT FIRST LUTHERAN see also weekly events list on back

Contact Jared with any questions:  
jared@firstlu.org / 605.431.3421

Sparkhouse Book Fair



weekly events for

DECEMBER 
at First Lutheran

SUNDAYS
8:00am Worship, except no 
morning worship on Dec. 24
9:15am Sunday School &  
Gr 6 & 7 Bible Classes,  
except no classes on Dec. 24 & 31
9:15am	Sun	Morning	w/	Coffee	
Small Group, except no group on 
Dec. 24 & 31
9:15am ParentShare,  
except no group on Dec. 24 & 31
10:30am Worship, except no 
morning worship on Dec. 24
12:00pm Capital Campaign 
Steering Committee Meeting
6:30pm High School Youth Group, 
last meeting Christmas Party on 
Dec. 17, 5:30pm

TUESDAYS
8:30am ParentShare - UR, 
except no group on Dec. 26
1:15pm	Staff	Meeting	
5:30pm Bells Practice - Sacristy

WEDNESDAYS
6:00am Courageous Men - FS
6:30am	Coffee	w/	Pastor	Karyn	-	 
Uptowne Cafe, Caledonia St., La Crosse
6:15pm Worship
6:30pm Peer Ministry,  
except Dec. 13 & 27
7pm Gr 8 & 9 Small Groups,  
except Dec. 13 & 27
7pm Choir Practice - SN

November 19–26
SUN 19 8:00am Worship

9:15am	10	Commandments	Confi	rm	Cls	-	TR
9:15am Gr 6 & 7 Bible Classes - Rm 207 & FS
9:15am	Sun	Morning	w/	Coff	ee	Small	Grp	-	MR
9:15am Gr 1 FBB: 10 Commandments 

(3rd Mtg, parents/guardians & child) - FH
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:30pm High School Youth Grp 2.0 - MR

MON 20 1:00pm Elizabeth Circle - Marcia Vance’s home
6:00pm Faith Alive Creative Circle - FH
7:00pm Women of the House Small Grp - House
7:00pm	Holy	Week	Creative	Team	Confi	rm	Cls
7:00pm AA - FS

TUES 21 8:30am ParentShare
9:00am Naomi’s Circle
1:15pm	Staff		Mtg
4:00pm OWLs Fly to the Movies
5:15pm Personnel Team Mtg
5:30pm Bells Practice - Sacristy
6:30pm Stephen Ministry Mtg - MR
6:30pm Vision & Leadership Team Mtg

WED 22  NO GR 8 & 9 SMALL GROUPS
6:00am Courageous Men’s Bible Study - FS
6:30am	Coff	ee	w/	Pastor	Karyn	-	Uptowne	Cafe
6:30pm Peer Ministry - MR
6:30pm Ecumenical Worship at First

THUR 23  THANKSGIVING	(OFFICE	CLOSED)
FRI 24 7:00pm AA - FS
SUN 26  GR 1 FBB: 10 COMMANDMENTS, 

LIFTED UP IN WORSHIP 
8:00am Worship
9:15am Advent Around the Table - FH
9:15am	Sun	Morning	w/	Coff	ee	Small	Grp	-	MR
9:15am Frolic! - Rm 102
10:30am Worship
12:00pm Capital Campaign Steering Cmte - FS
6:30pm High School Youth Grp 2.0 - MR

CR = Choir Room FH = Fellowship Hall FS = Fireside Room
MR = Mary Room NX = Narthex SN = Sanctuary 
TR = Thomas Room UR = Upper Room FBB = FBB
For more information, visit our website at www.FirstLutheranOnalaska.org

Subscribe to our calendar at 1stlu.org/calsub
Christmas Day 

Worship
Mon, Dec 25

10am

Blue Christmas
Wed, Dec 21

6:15pm

High School
Christmas Party

Sun, Dec 17
5:30–8:30pm

Caroling
Sun, Dec 17

5pm

Young Youth
Cookie Decorating

Sat, Dec 16
4–5pm

Sunday School
Christmas Program

Wed, Dec 13
6:15pm

Blood Drive
Tues, Dec 12

12:30–5:30pm

Free Babysitting
Sun, Dec 10
Noon–3pm

Upcoming Events at First

Use these QR Codes to quickly add our 
upcoming events to the calendar of your 
smart phone or tablet. 

TIPS: focus the code, hold the device still, 
try various distances.

Need a scanning app? 
Try Scan.Me or QR Code Reader.
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C ALENDAR KEY
CR = Choir Room
FBB = Faith Building Block
FH = Fellowship Hall
FS = Fireside Room
LG = Lounge
MR = Mary Room
NX = Narthex
SN = Sanctuary
TR = Thomas Room
UR = Upper Room

Events subject to change; up-to-date 
information at 1stlu.org/cal

Subscribe to our Google calendar at 
1stlu.org/calsub

Use the QR Codes to quickly add these 
events to the calendar of your smart 
phone or tablet. 

Tips: focus the code, hold the device still, 
try various distances, & use good lighting. 
Need a scanning app?  
Try www.scan.me.
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410 Main St. 
Onalaska, Wisconsin 54650
608.783.2236  
Fax: 608.783.3741
office@firstlu.org 
www.FirstLutheranOnalaska.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
Wednesday 6:15 PM

SUBMITTING NEW  
ANNOUNCEMENTS
To have your announcement in the 
monthly newsletter, send it to  
newsletter@firstlu.org, or give it to Andy in 
the office. Deadline for the newsletter is 
always noon on the 15th of the month.
To have your announcement in 
the weekly announcements pages 
handed out each weekend, send it to 
announcements@firstlu.org, or give it to 
Andy in the office. Deadline for the weekly 
announcements is always noon each 
Wednesday.

First Lutheran is a congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA)

STAFF DIRECTORY

Jason Stanton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608.386.6431  . . . . . . . . . jason@firstlu.org
Karyn Bodenschatz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Associate Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608.433.6002  . . . . . . . . karyn@firstlu.org
Tara Shilts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vicar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . tara@firstlu.org

Bridget Crave  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director of Small Group Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . bridget@firstlu.org
Kathryn Pedretti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director of Hospitality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . kathryn@firstlu.org

YOUTH/EDUCATION STAFF
Cassie Carrell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nursery Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . nursery@firstlu.org
Beth Miller  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sunday School Superintendent  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .sundayschool@firstlu.org
 Young Youth Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . beth@firstlu.org
Cindy Beach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Confirmation Administrative Assistant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . cindy@firstlu.org
Jared Oelke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Youth Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jared@firstlu.org

SUPPORT STAFF
Tamara Schonsberg . . . . . . . . . . . . . Office Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608.783.2236 . . . . . . . . . office@firstlu.org
Andy Stutesman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director of Communications & Marketing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .andy@firstlu.org
Mike Peper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Head Custodian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mike@firstlu.org
Jerry Yushta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Assistant Custodian
Mark Koenig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Assistant Custodian

MUSIC STAFF
Gabriel Hicks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .gabe@firstlu.org
Jim Knutson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bell Choir Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jim@firstlu.org
Todd Saner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Choir Director & Contemporary Music Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . todd@firstlu.org

PRESCHOOL STAFF
Melissa Rolbiecki . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preschool Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608.779.4504 . . . . .preschool@firstlu.org
Beth Miller  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4K Teacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . beth@firstlu.org
Marci Leppert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preschool Assistant Teacher
Tracy Stoll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preschool Assistant Teacher

VISION & LEADERSHIP TEAM
Larry Schreiner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Aaron McDonald . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President
Jennifer Wiesjahn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary
Diane Shuda
Paula Skoy 
Shaun Gibbs
Todd Lofald
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